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Sample collection for Pasture Larval Counts
Please wear disposable gloves when you collect the sample.
1. Clearly label a polythene bag (60 X 45cm) prior to sampling.
2. Collect herbage from not less than 200 places on the area to be sampled.
3. The collector should follow a predetermined ‘W’ shaped route starting in a corner of the field and
stopping 25 times along each arm of the ‘W’ (see diagram below).
4. At each sample point the collector should pluck, with the thumb and forefinger, a small amount of
grass to their left, immediately in front, behind, and to their right. They should then immediately
deposit the samples into the polythene bag.
5. Do not uproot the grass but do include approximately the upper 75% of the swords you pick. Take care
to avoid faeces.

Sampling pattern

6. Please collect approximately 1 kg wet weight of herbage (around the size of a rugby ball).
7. When you’ve completed the collection seal the bag tightly with a cable tie or rubber band and
immediately send it to our laboratory for analysis.
8. Please send the sample in a secure box containing cool packs to the following address:
FAO Parasitology Laboratory
Ridgeway Research Ltd
Park Farm Buildings
Park Lane
St. Briavels
Gloucestershire
GL15 6QX
9. Please include a cheque payable to Ridgeway Research Limited. You can see our up-to-date price list
online.
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